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Athens - Big Fork Trail Marathon
hest Marathon East of the Bock Mountains"

Sponsored by Atkansas Ulfia Running Association

and Soulhwest Arkafisas Slridefi

8:00 AM SHARP, SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 2001 FROM BIC FORK COMMUNITY CENTER
I/2 MILE SOUTHEAST OF BIG FORK, ARI({NSAS ON STATE HIGHWAY 8. NO ENTRY FEE,
NO T-SIIIRTS, NO AWARDS. RECISTRATION BEOINS AT r:00 AM, COFFEE AVAIL.ABLE.
WATER AVAILABLE AT STAR'T,3,6 MILES,8,5 MILES, I3.I MILES, I7,7 MILES,22.6 MILES,
AND FIN]SH, WATER BOTII-E A MUST, NOON SNACK CIoOD IDEA, AND I! TLANNING
ON WALK]NG T}IE UIHILLS, A ILASHLIGTN MAY BE NEEDED FOR THE RETURN TRIP
OVER MtSSOUfu MOT'NTAIN, NOT RECOMMENDED IOR F]RST,TIME MAiATHONERS III

A 26.2-MILE EXTREME ADVENTURE UP AND OVER I 6 MOLNTAINTOPS ON TI]E I]ISTORIC
ATHENS.BIG FORK POSTAL SERVICE TRAIL BU1LT SOME I25 I€ARS AGO TO CARRY
MA]L THROUGH TIIE OUACHITA MOUNTAINS FROM THE COMMTINITY OT ATHENS TO
THE COMMUNIry OI BIG FORK, THIS TRAIL WAS RESTORED ABOUT 13 YEARS AGO BY
THE U, S, FOREST SERVICE W1ru THE ASSISTANCE OF THS OZARK SOCEry,BAYOU
CHA?TER AND TTIE STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIANON, AIMOST AIL OI THE
TRnlL IS iN TIIE EXACI LOCATION AS CONSTRUCTED BY THE POSTAL SERVICE FOR
IIORSEBACK MAIL CARRIERS, NOT FOR HIKERS OR RTINNERS, RATHER THAN RI'NNNG
E{ST TO'WEST ALONG CREEK BEDS LIKE OTHER TRAIIS ON THE OUACHTTA NATIONAI
FOR EST, ]'IIIS TIAL RTINS NORTH TO SOUTH ACROSS TIiE MOT,INTATNS- Ti.AIL
FEATURIS INCLUDE SPECIACI'LAi VIEWS OT THE OUACIIITA MO1JNTAINS IROM SUCH
HIGIT IOINTS AS EAGLE ROCK 1'ISTA, SPIRIT ROCK VISTA AND BRUSIIHEAI MOUNTAIN.

THE START AND FINISII OF THE ATHENS.BIG FORK TP.AIL MARAIIION IS LOCATED IN
FRONT OF THE BIG IORK COMMT'NIry CENTER. THE COURSE llv1l,l BE ALONG THE
SOTITH SHOULDER OI STATE IIiGIIWAY 8 FOR 0.8 MIL!, THEN TURNING RIGHT ON
ROAD 38, FOREST SERVICE WELLGROOMED GP\AVEL ROAD, IOR I,6 MILES, TIIEN
TURNING LEFT ON ROAD B 15, A ?RIMITIVE ACCESS LOGGING ROAD, IOR 0,2 MILES TO
THE TRAILHEAD. THE ATIIENS,BIG FORK TRAIL BEG]NS THERE AT 2.6 MILES IROM THE
COMMLNIry CENTER, TIIE IXAIL IS \!ELL MAR(ED WITII WHITE RECTANCLES,

TX-AIL RUNNERS WILL CROSS MISSOURI MOUNTAN (+D, ROAD 25 (3.6 MTLES),
HURRICANE (NOB (*2), MCKTNLEY MOUNTATN (*3), ROAD 512 (5.? MILES), BtuER CREEK
MOUNTAIN (#4), LEADER MOUNTAIN (#5), BLAYLOCK CRIEK (MAY BE XNEE-DEEP),
ROAD 106 (8,5 MILES), BRUSHLTEAP MOUNTAN (#6 & 2,000. ELEVATIOTT). EAST SALINE
CREEK, BRUSIry MOUNTAIN (#7 & EAGLE ROCK \4STA), \'ILES BRANCH, BIG TOM
MOUNTAIN {#8), THEN DOWN TO ROAD 823F, RIGflT ON CRA\,TL ROAD IOR 0,4 MILES
TO THE I/2 MARATHON TURNAIOUND AND WATER STATION,
NOW IOR']'IIE RETURN TRI}.-,CROSS THE SAME EICITT MOUNTAINS AGAIN AND A
'ST'NSET" FINISH iN BIG FORK, ARKANSAS, YOU WILL NEVER FORGET TI]JS ONE !!I


